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3'4-l/2" = 40 lbs. Add 10" for over all. Malpelo is very precipitous sided, well nigh inaccessible all around Saw our old (Hancock) landing, but we could not land; had no official permis¬ sion and besides no point to landing except I might have gotten a few speci¬ mens.
Calm day, we could have landed had tie had a mind to. No apparent vege¬ tation other than lichenous growths here and there; lot of apparently nesting gulls, mostly small, of Galapagos species. Already mentioned one streak of moisture by cave near S.E.; had lot of bright green algae growths, but per¬ haps only 20-30 foot streak, irregularly a few feet or inches wide in places.
In a notch in larger islet to south, looked at from west, a single slender stalk of a plant, maybe 2-1/2 feet high, like stalk of one of our dead century plants minus seed pods, though there was something thicker at top end of stalk (? seed pods of another kind), o Hot as blue blazes today, or so it seemed. At 9 a.m. was 87 , then dropped down to 83, 84, 85° while we were out and around island; at 4-5 p,m. 88 & 90° (yes, ninety); and did I get dreadfully sunburned this first timei Don't look now, but my face and neck are as red as a beet, fore¬ arms, too (knees just pinkish; I kept them pretty well covered).
Supper is at 6 p.m.
The air trip I shall be able to show you in pictures; fine, quick, and interesting trip.
Saw the two steamers (one German and one Italian) burn¬ ing in Costa Rica; smoke went up in oblique streak for couple of miles a.t least, or more; we must have been 12,000 to 14,000 feet up.
The ships looked about l/4 inch long.
Dr. and Mrs. Zetek were at customs at airport to meet me. I'm glad they were, for had not Zetek come I would have been sunk for want of gear, rather the bottles I asked him for. He had everything. Later I thought of few towels and bought them, in Panama City. We were terribly rushed because the Zone commissary closes at 5:30. We only got there at 4:45. The darned customs man held me up (rather immigration, not customs). Should have had my passport. Snoopy guy; I should have gotten special dispensation, but Zetek/ had already written the authorities about me. He is certainly the most helpful and thoughtful man and no mistake. I am forever thankful that I know him well. Asked after all of you, the family, the kids, Hildebrand, and Miss
McCain, and I ranembered each of vou to him and Mrs. Zetek.
Captain Pickens came down, too, with Commander Resner, and took all my bundles to the ship in their auto, which certainly saved me a lot of time and trouble. I could not have gotten a finer xaan to skipper this outfit had I had anything to do with it in the first place-a classmate of Callaghan's and Foster's. A nice group of officers, mostly younger men. And is the Mailard crowded? Ralph H. Ernest, who is to do some land surveying, is my roommate in the pilot house, where we sleep on cots which we fold up during the day. Our clothes are draoed over the sneaking tubes and instruments.
We each have two shallow cupboard shelves and a wooden box for our surplus gear, "fish I had had time to bring along the usual collecting outfit I You should nave seen the royal dentist's drill-several lengths of broomsticks or mop handles fastened together with screw-eyes so that the xiqch rig had sort of universal joint connections; had a string to counter weight so attached that when he wasn't using it, it •would life up out of the way. Hinder a cloth Hpp at the end opposite the business end he had an electric drill con¬ cealed which he turned on when he started to shove the other end around in the victim's mouth. The whirring noise it made gave a realistic sound to the rig and did the victims get frightened and squirm!
The "baking mills", besides quinine, had epsom salts in it, and when the dentist got through he squirted a generous shot of engine oil out of a large oil can in the victim's mouth.
The dog they have for a mascot here was also put through or over the barber chair and dumped into the tank. The pollyvrogs outnumbered the shellbacks three to one, but were not organized and so did not gang up on the shellbacks as has happened on other ships and at other times. A few pollyvrogs who tried to get tough got shoved around a bit, but there was only one casualty of the day.
In some preliminary scuffling one man's head got banged up against an iron plate; painful, but he'll survive said the doctor; and he'll get his certifi¬ cate, too. Colored mess boys went through like everybody else and Filipino cook and captain's boy, too. The royal barber cut out very generous chunks of hair from every head, some worse than others.
Tomorrow, April 4th, we arrive off Salinas for some survey work and to take oil at La Libertad;just one day only, but we'll get a chance to get off a few letters and little else. As in all Navy outfits, we have movies each night. Saw "The City" or "Big City" last night and "Alias the Deacon" tonight. Was funny, a gambler who unwittingly does a lot of good in a small country town with money he gets away from the wicked town banker, etc.
And now after movies I am wincing up this scrawl.
Got the first eleven drift bottles fixed up for casting overboard the day we leave Ecuador, one each noon position until the 24 are over. Hope I get some returns from them.
What haven't I covered that you want to know about? Coming down airplane certainly cramped my style, as I have no collecting gear whatever and I miss some of the books I'd like to have-"Birds of the Ocean" for one.
Pickens said he had collected land shells for Bartsch before.
The weather is cooler today (this afternoon), nice breeze this even¬ ing blowing cross\vays of our pilot house (both doors, one each side, are open)
is so strong that papers must be weighted down or out they go; yet it's balmy and nice withal.
We had wahoo yesterday for lunch, but way cook fixed it it was too dry.
This will be only diary mailed; no more mail until I get back to Afternoon, aboard looking after clothes, letters, and specimens.
Wind; 3E 2-3-2. Afternoon 3^ -3'7~ - In afternoon (rough notes are blank?) Dr. and I went on beach to examine stomach of dead seal (sea lion) that sudors had hauled up on beach in turtle hole to>day. Had planned first a short run ashore, xnk± sub boat took us in only. On beach our self bailing surf boat (better to be called self filler, it had to be continually pumped out) was being worked on by half the crew. It had filled up while tide to buoy off beach, from which we rowed in in dory (first few landings from nose of motor boat were not so successful). Once during first or second day after our arrival at S. The toilet is quite a mechanical contrivance. All inlets from sea, like flush water, have two valves, air alst has two, also discharge opening.
Seems very complicated at first, but very logical and simple after you get hang of it. After using, one opens two flush valves, one after other, before IS visible a long way off. Captain Lynch suggested paper. Tablet paper was little difficult to anchor (on James he used toilet paper, which, though it hung well from trees, was a little flimsy and in heavy rain tended to come down. This does make one think that roll of right kind of paper would make excellent and durable trail marker).
After a couple of hours wandering around discovered that jtxEjr the other shore party. Lynch and Dr., climbing over Sand dune to left (or east¬ ward of best landing beach had found easier access to beach. Two of his men came in and found us and we went out that way. Should have had a compass.
After coming out had dip in ocea and it was refershing beyond words; Thought if I took any more than the dozen or more tablespoonsful that I did that it would nauseate me. Perhaps it was the mixing of poncho and raincoat water that produced the effect. So the crew said.
The birds, particularly the mocking birds were a nuisance, dropping droppings right and left on men and ponchos as they were playing around in the trees over our heads. One of the mocking birds chased a female fly catcher away.
Had some difficulty in getting fire started with the punk wood of Put a raincoat over bare skin above, because shirts were wet and even wet undershirt was too hot and steamy to tolerate under raincoat which I had to button to neck to keep mosquitoes out. My white hat was soaking wet, too, so to protect head, put my piece of towelling over it, tucking it well around head and over ears so that I could barely see under part of edge, and just tip of nose stuck out. Over bare hands folded across chest I laid my khaki shirt to keep mosquitoes off them; top edge of shirt was pulled over chin and nicked about neck to meet towel. Even so, the mosquitoes were troublesome, as it seemed at least, I woke up about every 15 minutes to put more dope on edges of rag (towel and shirt), on tipe of nose and chin, cheeks, and hands. Cheeks must have been a bit sunburned, because dope stung a bit; and once I got some in eye. Also put some on so that mosquitoes would be deterred in biting through shirt and ditto on exposed tops of socks between shoe tops and tied down paitits bottoms. I got pretty stiff and cramped not moving so far as I could make out. Guess I was afraid to turn much for fear of exposing some part of me to mosquito attack. As I learned later, some one or other of party was up all night tending fire because couldn*t sleep. After supper I fell so sound asleep that I did not witness pistol signalling, woke up just about time it was all over. Crawford had signaled ship with his flay light. These are heavy to carry, but great for signalling great distances if you know the Morse code.
No one craved any solid food, just liquid, liquid, liquid-anything with liquid. Canned tomatoes were very welcome, but w eight was against
them, yet the fact tliat it was like carry that precious commodity water com¬ pensated for the fact. We ate up at least one can of raisins, couple of hard tacks and couple of strips of bacon. Sugar and tea ivent over greao; had some after I woke up after the signalling had been completed; later had Capt. Picking's brandy. Went over big with the men.
The branches of ka the "rubber" (sap) shrub made a most rssk resilient couch and I honestly did not notice the rock points I could not reduoe by hammering on them with other rocks. (Saved some of this shrub in my camera bag.)
Toward early, early morning it started drizzling again and as though by common consent, or rather automatic simultaneous reaction, we all got up and had rest of canned tomatoes for breakfast with little bacon and hard tack.
Bacon and hard tack wsrKxkx were very thirst producing. Raisins want well, but all we craved was liquid and light fruit iuices.
UiUAt
We started back at i"i. The last stretch from lunch place to beach took us 1 hr and 15 mins.
After return to beach were met with bowls and cans of grapefruit, and did it hit the right spot. Would never had believed it could taste so good.
Capt, Lynch's group made ba.ck to beach in 55 mins, (we jbook 1 hr., 15 mins.).
Went fishing with Dr. and Capt. Lwnch a fter lunch in late afternoon.
r r 1 Got wahoo, sie|\a, and grouper out of lagoon and off it.
Wind: E.S.E. 2 -S.E. 1-2-3-4-2-1 Temperature:
, . . difficulty. We got in and out uagqpcfch very nicely, though it didn't look any too feood, but Fred and Captain counted ( and judged) the waves just right and we got out again as nicely as I have anywhere. By the way, this and the Houston cruise are the only ones down here on which I didn't get dumped (boat % sideways on in surf) and wet at least onoe.
The chowder party was a grand affair--canned milk, fish, water, hard tack, potatoes, and seasoning, hot in great big pot; had three bowls of it.
One of sub captains, all of whom had been invited, brought along a lot of grand apple pies, some of us had two slabs (six cuts, Ilavy regulations so Captain Picking said, to the pie). There was ice water in jugs and coffee too. Sat around bonfire in the dark for quite a while and enjoyed starlit night and mosquitoes. But it was a good, well fed, congenial party. I wouldn't have missed it for a very great deal.
Wind: S.E. 2, E.S.E. 2, S.E. 3., S. 3-2-1.
Temperature ( it was the nest, but after I photo'd heron with olumi^out of back of head and a shorter legged, heavier billed and bodied one and had about given ix up I found the real place described to be and flushed one (or the very) stocky heron out of a £ree with some noise. Took me a while even then to discover nest. Three $Bxaxx young in it, one quite small (distance 3-1/2 feet photo) (maybe I can work size out from that, or from leaves of mangrove), one middle size, but more nearer largest than smallest bird were a quite pea green.
Parent heron did not come back whole time, I had to take first photos while sun was under cloud. Wanting to see time, I wandered up beach to pinnacles but found nobody and as sun had meanwhile come back bright and strong, I
rushed back for another shot at heron nest* While first wandering around I took pictures of little flock of duck that kept swinging to and fro without -• much concern. May have been mostly if not all half grown young from one i litter.
All told, in islands I've seen maybe 24 pintails, not counting babies, 4 adult on lakes on middle Swymour, 3 on far lakes, and ma^be 15-16 + on lagoon at James.
Meanwhile at Villamil Dr. Douglas tells me that natives tell him of great number of ducks on lagoon back of town at certain seasons.
Picking speaks of migratory blue win(| teal; 1 contend all pintail and not teal here (who is right/.
I have not seen a single flamingo this trip, but on canvassing around find reports of about 2 (Barron saw 2 in flight). Where can they all be?
aken. Captain sent launch for me and we went down coast to east or northwast looking for Oscar the pet seal, mu now on his fourth escape. We went quite a ways to eastward, hills got scrubby and impenetrable, looking like north side of Indefatigable.
Went as far as we dared in time we had; got rained on a little, but and as we were approaching ship had flashed to us (by Morse code with light) that
Oscar had returned first sxkx time over side man in charge jumped after him and he swam back into his arms.
